








The church-god I 
envisioned as a child, and 
even during the early years 
of my ministry, is nothing 
like the Father I have come 
to know in recent years. 

I’ve changed a lot over the years 
in many ways. Maybe the way I’ve 
changed the most is centered on 
how I see God. The church-god 
I envisioned as a child, and even 
during the early years of my ministry, 
is nothing like the Father I have come 
to know in recent years. 

It’s true that God never changes. He 
really is the same yesterday, today 
and forever. But as the barnacles 
of the rigorous, rules-keeping, 
regimented religion of my yesteryears 
have been scraped away by the 
growing revelation of His outrageous 
love, I’ve come to see Him in a 
different light than I ever knew in my 
past.

God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
I grew up seeing God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit as a team who each had 
their own unique perspective and 
approach to me. My view was that 
God hated sin and, since that was one 
thing I was good at doing, I needed 
help to know how to keep Him at bay. 
That’s where the Holy Spirit came in. 
His role was to come to me and tell 
me in no uncertain terms to “stop it!” 
Sometimes He would use feelings of 
guilt and shame. At other times He 
would sternly remind me that God 
brought me into this world and He 

could just as easily take me out if I 
didn’t straighten up and fly right.

Then came Jesus. My view was that 
He came to keep God from doing 
what He was itching to do – zap me. 
I felt like God had one last nerve and 
I had gotten on it. Jesus was there to 
shush God when He was about to go 
off on me by holding up His hands 
and saying, “Father, remember, – the 
scars, the scars!” “Oh, yeah,” God 
would say and then He would calm 
down for a while until I royally 
screwed up again and it became 
necessary for Jesus to repeat the 
whole thing.

Is it any wonder I had trouble feeling 
intimacy with God? The sad thing 
is that I don’t think my perspective 
was unique. I meet many people 
today who still believe that there is 
somehow a dichotomy between the 
Father and Son when it comes to their 
acceptance of us. Many think that the 
Father is the nervous, on-edge type, 
and that Jesus is the One who sits by 
His right hand to calm Him down. 
The Holy Spirit? They see Him as the 
behavior-policeman.

They’re all on the same team. 
In reality, it’s not like that at all. 
The good news is that, contrary to 
what many believe, the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit are really all on the 
same team. There has never been one 
moment when they weren’t of the 
same mind and heart toward you.

In the inner sanctum that exists 
between the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, there has always been nothing 
less than a loving intimacy that defies 
human definition or even description. 
Think of the most passionate and 
tender and touching and enduring 

love-relationship you’ve ever had 
with another person in this world. 
Multiply it by an infinite number and 
you won’t even begin to get close to 
the love shared among the Trinity.

The amazing news of the Gospel of 

grace is that this divine dance isn’t 
a closed party. Their love is so great 
that it’s too big to be contained and 
too intense to be restrained. So the 
Trinity threw the doors of this private 
club wide open at the cross and cried 
out across time and eternity, calling 
in “the poor and maimed and blind 
and lame.”

They’re all on your side. 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost all 
see things the same way, do things 
the same way and see you the same 
way. They’re all on your side. There’s 
a party going on right now and, by 
His grace, you’re in.

Is that how you see God? I hope so, 
because it’s true. The Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit love you and want you to 
relax and enjoy the party. That’s what 
abundant living is all about.
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L e t ’ s  G e t  A c q u a i n t e d

AmazingGrace
“I had heard teaching over the years that 
made me believe that it was how long I prayed 
and fasted that determined my performance.”

B
efore I share this 
testimony, I want to tell 
you some information 
about myself. I am 
a third generation 

Pentecostal believer and preacher. 
I grew up hearing and singing 
“Amazing Grace,” but even after 
having been saved for over 23 years 
and in ministry for 20 years, I had 
little understanding of that Amazing 
Grace.

Mixing law and Grace
For years I have heard and even 
ministered a mixed message of Law 
and grace. But finally I realized that I 
was burning myself out, busy “doing” 
ministry. I have for many years had 
the privilege of ministering in many 
nations in the world. But many times 
I have returned from these trips with 
a tremendous cloud of condemnation 
and feeling guilty for not having 
performed to my fullest. 

If you ask my wife Trace, she will tell 
you that I wasn’t easy to live with. 
This would last for weeks and months 
– I couldn’t shake off these chains 
of performance religion. I had heard 
teaching over the years that made 
me believe that it was how long I 
prayed and fasted that determined my 
performance – when really it is all 
about Jesus. I struggled a lot – even 
though I could quote Romans 8:1, 

“There is therefore no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus”. 

Many of us can quote the scriptures, 
but they’re not really a living reality 
in us. Because I felt and preached and 
heard so much preaching on being 
performance-driven, I thought it was 
my fasting and my praying that would 
give me more anointing.  I had heard 
and even preached “if – then…” Then 
there would follow a list of seven 
steps, six steps or even twelve steps. 

There were message titles such as “If 
You Want More Anointing Then…” 
And because I felt I had not followed 
the steps, I assumed that was why 
everyone was not saved or healed in 
the meetings I was doing. 

Set free from own effort
But then one day I came across the 
ministry of Pastor Peter Youngren 
and Pastor Joseph Prince who 
delivered a message to me that really 
set me free. I thought I was free but 
now I know I am free, not because of 
what I have done but because of what 

Jesus has done. It was like I had been 
walking through life with a flashlight 
on the Word of God, but when this 
message of Grace and the finished 
work of Christ Jesus was revealed 
to me, it was like a whole floodlight 
opened over and in my life. I began 
to see Jesus and what He did for me 
throughout the scriptures. 

It has changed my life and ministry 
to the point where I have had to go 
through messages I used to preach 

and throw them away because they 
were a mixture. I have learned to 
relax in Him and realize that it’s not 
me – it’s Him! Why? Because of what 
Paul the Apostle says: Christ in you. 

Somebody said to me recently, in fact 
it was a pastor who said it: “Yes, but 
how much of Christ is in you – what 
percentage is in you?” My response 
was that 100% is in me, because He 
is in me and as He is, so am I. 

The ministries of Pastor Peter 
Youngren and Pastor Joseph Prince, 

by Paul Dewar
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and also a very important life 
source for me, the Global Grace 
Network Newsletter, have become an 
inspiration and also a great ministry 
resource. I have preached many of the 
messages from the newsletters.

In the process of this amazing grace 
transformation, a woman I have 
known for many years e-mailed 
me and asked me a question. She 
had earlier been a part of a church 
worship team, but through things that 
had happened in the church, she had 
been away from church for over 20 
years. She now had four children by 
four different men. 

But as the Father in the story of the 
prodigal son, I knew the Father was 
looking and awaiting her return. 
The question she asked was: “If I 
die tonight, where will I go?” Many 

times I hear Christians give the 
answer that you will be going to hell. 
Well, I began to e-mail her what the 
Father was saying to me from the 
prodigal son. I said to her: “You think 
you are unworthy like the prodigal 
son. But the Father ran to him and 
embraced Him.” I was able to share 
with her that before you began to 
run towards Him, He ran to you and 
embraced you in Christ. 

Romans 5:8: “But God demonstrates 
His own love towards us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.”

Reconciled to God
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (AMP):
“But all things are from God, Who 
through Jesus Christ reconciled us 
to Himself [received us into favour, 
brought us into harmony with 
Himself] and gave to us the ministry 
of reconciliation [that by word and 
deed we might aim to bring others 
into harmony with Him]
It was God [personally present] in 
Christ, reconciling and restoring 
the world to favour with Himself, 
not counting up and holding against 
[men] their trespasses [but cancelling 
them], and committing to us the 
message of reconciliation (of the 
restoration to favour).”

Reconciled – Greek word, katallasso 
– means to change, exchange, 
reestablish, make things right, 
remove enmity. It describes the 
reestablishing of a proper, loving, 

interpersonal relationship, which has 
been broken or disrupted.

And today I can tell you that she is 
now reconciled and has reestablished 
a proper, loving relationship with 
God the Father. She also attends a 
Pentecostal church in her city and is, 
in fact, very involved in the life of 
the church. That’s how powerful the 
message is – Amazing Grace!

So this message is now all I know. 
I preach “Jesus Christ and Him 
Crucified,” declaring to the nations: 
be reconciled to God.

Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ for it is 
the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew 
first and also for the Greek.”
Paul is saying: I refuse to give up on 
this message, to modify it or leave it 
for another message.

And I echo those same words: I 
refuse to give up this message or 
to modify it or leave it for another. 
Because this message transforms 
lives, it can transform nations.

Thank God for His 
Amazing Grace!

“When this message of Grace and the finished 
work of Christ Jesus was revealed to me, it was like 

a whole floodlight opened over and in my life.”
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